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Overview 

Kellogg has long been committed to doing what’s right for the environment and society. We are working 
on multiple fronts to further reduce our greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and waste, as well as the 
energy and water we use. As we do so, we value continued engagement and discussion with NGOs and 
other external stakeholders on the important issues of environmental and social responsibility. We 
recognize that the increasingly volatile, uncertain, complex and ambiguous world requires new types of 
stakeholder engagement, long-term planning and agility for ourselves, our suppliers and farmers in our 
supply chain. 
 
We recognize that upstream agriculture emissions and our manufacturing are the largest sources of 
emissions in our value chain and will focus our efforts on achieving emissions reductions in these two 
areas.  In August 2014, we renewed our commitment to reducing our manufacturing GHG emissions by 
an additional 15 percent (per metric tonne of food produced) from our 2015 performance1. To continue 
to align with scientific consensus and the global Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) 
framework, we will take a longer term view to reduce our emissions. 
 
Kellogg started its journey to science-based targets with guidance on approach from the 5th Assessment 
of the IPCC, the leading authority in science research.  This resource ensures we consider the global 
impact of climate change, including the consequences for the most vulnerable people around the world. 
The science presented in this assessment is clear: human-caused greenhouse gas emissions are 
impacting our climate and significant emissions reductions are needed to limit global warming to 2°C 
above pre-industrials levels in order to avoid permanently altering the atmosphere and negatively 
impacting the environmental, social, and economic systems that sustain us.  It is from the IPCC research 
that each participating country has begun their journey to individually determine their contributions to 
the global negotiations in Paris in December 2015. 

As global food leaders, we are proud to commit to deliver a 65% reduction in absolute Scope 1 & 2 
emissions, including manufacturing, offices and distribution, by 2050 from our 2015 baseline. These 
science-based targets are aligned to the leading methodologies2 on the subject and benchmarked with 
peer members of We Mean Business.  

We will for the first time engage all material direct suppliers3, including those who supply our 
ingredients, to reduce absolute Scope 3 emissions by 50% by 2050 from the 2015 baseline. We will 
gather data through the Carbon Disclosure Project (CDP) Supply Chain and publically disclose progress 
on our Scope 1, 2 & 3 on a regular basis. We will engage 75% of our tier 1 suppliers to annually report on 
carbon activities to reduce emissions through CDP Supply Chain by 2020. We will continue to measure 
continuous improvement on GHG emissions for our priority ingredients4 at a farm level5. 

                                                           
1
 https://www.kelloggcompany.com/en_US/corporate-responsibility/environment.html 

2
 Sector Decarbonization Approach and 3% Solution – see methodology appendix 

3
 Suppliers in scope include all suppliers that represent 80% of total spend, including all ingredient suppliers for our 

priority continuous improvement ingredients.  
4
 See 2020 Commitments, https://www.kelloggcompany.com/en_US/corporate-responsibility/environment.html 

5
 See 2020 Commitments, https://www.kelloggcompany.com/en_US/corporate-responsibility/environment.html 
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Milestones and Achievements 
Our supply chain is essential to assuring food security and security of supply. Responsible engagement 
can be achieved only with an approach which balances farmer and manufacturing resilience with the 
necessary GHG emission reductions. 

 The Social Responsibility & Public Policy Committee of our Board of Directors oversees the 
company's sustainability efforts and climate policy. All four committee members are independent. 
At the executive level, environmental and social issues in our supply chain are overseen by our Chief 
Sustainability Officer. To help guide us as we work to achieve our Global 2020 Sustainability 
Commitments and our Climate Policy, Kellogg created Sustainability 2020 Governance Team, made 
up of five senior executives and led by our Chief Sustainability Officer.  The team meets several 
times a year to assess progress toward the commitments, help inform strategic decisions and 
address any barriers to achieving progress.  Performance against these commitments is incentivized 
by monetary rewards and/or recognition at all levels of the organization. 

 From 2005 – 2014, we have already delivered Scope 1 and 2 absolute emissions reductions from 
manufacturing of approximately 12%6, which aligns to the science-based sector targets outlined in 
the 3% Solution proposed by World Wildlife Fund (WWF) and CDP. This was achieved while 
optimizing our supply chain through activities to balance global production volumes and grow the 
business through the acquisition of brands like Pringles. 

 In August 2014, we renewed our commitment to reducing our manufacturing GHG emissions by 
an additional 15 percent (per metric tonne of food produced) by 2020 from our 2015 
performance.  

  We’ve reviewed, updated and reported on company policies, commitments and statements to align 
with climate mitigation targets, plans, and adaptation initiatives including climate and deforestation 
policies in our Supplier Code of Conduct and supplier expectations, taking action to address material 
issues where needed. We expect suppliers to support our corporate responsibility commitments by 
implementing sustainable operating and farming practices, and agricultural production 
systems. Suppliers must strive to reduce or optimize agricultural inputs; reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, energy and water use; and minimize water pollution and waste, including food waste and 
landfill usage. 

 Kellogg regularly engages with stakeholders on the important topic of climate change. In addition to 
customers and suppliers, these stakeholders include World Business Council for Sustainable 
Development (WBCSD), Business for Innovative Climate and Energy Policy (BICEP), Grocery 
Manufacturers Association, Consumer Goods Forum, Global Environmental Management Initiative, 
CDP, We Mean Business, and others. We encourage industry associations and peers to engage in 
meaningful climate action. We will report on industry engagement annually.  

 During the United Nations Climate Week 2015, John Bryant, Kellogg Company Chairman & CEO, co-
authored a Huffington Post op-ed with Unilever’s Paul Polman to showcase the business case for 
climate action. Kellogg Latin America President Maria Fernanda Mejia spoke about the impacts of 
climate on smallholders during the Climate Group Signature Event. We committed to support the 
livelihoods of 500,000 farmers, many of whom are women, through partnerships, research and 

                                                           
6
 Additional reductions will be reported in our 2015 Corporate Responsibility Report, which will be released in April 

2016. 
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training on climate smart agriculture and to work with at least 15,000 smallholder farmers to 
encourage adoption of CSA practices during this event. 

 Since 2014, Kellogg has continued to strengthen our commitment to climate action through various 
government engagements including President Obama’s Climate Data Initiative, the United States 
Department of Agriculture’s Global Open Data for Agriculture and Nutrition initiative, and the White 
House American Business Act on Climate Pledge. 

 We signed on to the Climate Declaration and join Business for Innovative Climate and Energy 
Policy (BICEP) in 2014. 

 Kellogg is involved in collaborative initiatives with growers, suppliers and external partners to 
encourage agricultural sustainability on farm. These include Field to Market, Sustainable Agricultural 
Initiative Platform, Cool Farm Alliance, AIM-Progress, International Rice Research Institute (IRRI), 
International Maize and Wheat Improvement Center (CIMMYT) and others. We will work with these 
organizations to continue to strengthen their greenhouse gas measurement tools and collaborate to 
drive engagement and adoption of best practices, including no-tillage, cover crops, crop rotation, 
and nutrient management, through in-kind and direct support by Kellogg and our partners.  

 We’re building on our strong palm oil commitment by expanding our zero net deforestation pledge 
to include other ingredients and materials at high-risk for deforestation within our supply chain, 
including packaging fiber, soy, and sugar cane, as aligned to our Consumer Goods Forum pledge to 
help achieve zero net deforestation for soy, palm oil, and timber supply chains by 2020. We are 
pleased to have been recognized for our commitment to an “ambitious timeline to stop 
deforestation” from our palm oil supply chain. Similarly, we do not purchase soy from tropical 
deforested regions, and more than 80 percent of our box cartons are made from recycled fiber 
content with all remaining box carton material either recyclable and from certified sustainable 
sources. We will continue to encourage industry associations and peers to join the commitment.  

 We will report on progress via our annual disclosures to CDP Forests and CDP Supply Chain.  
 
Implementation Plan 
 We are continuing work to implement our climate policy in the following ways: 

 Kellogg has consulted with trusted NGOs and partners, including Antea Group, WWF, CDP, 
World Resources Institute (WRI), CERES and Sustainable Food Lab, through a stakeholder 
summit to receive expert feedback.  

 Kellogg joined the Science Based Targets joint initiative by CDP, the UN Global Compact, the WRI 
and WWF to raise the ambition of corporate mitigation efforts and drive bolder business solutions 
by identifying and promoting innovative approaches to corporate GHG target setting. Through this 
process, our Scope 1, 2 and 3 GHG targets have been reviewed by a technical committee and are 
recognized as ambitious and science-based.  

 Kellogg is working with key internal and external stakeholders to develop a detailed roadmap to 
deliver our existing 2020 Global Sustainability Commitments, as well as 2030 and 2040 interim goals 
that will support achievement of a 65% reduction in Scope 1 & 2 absolute GHG emissions and a 50% 
reduction in Scope 3 GHG emissions by 2050. A summary of this roadmap can be found as part of 
our Climate Policy Methodology here.  Kellogg will report our progress annually and reevaluate the 
targets and the tools, technologies and sciences that deliver them every 5 years at a minimum.  

 We will continue to support the development of the WRI Food Waste and Loss Standard in 
partnership with industry peers and NGOs to measure reductions across the value chain. 

http://www.kelloggcompany.com/content/dam/kelloggcompanyus/corporate_responsibility/pdf/2015/ClimatePolicyMethodology15Dec15.pdf
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 As member of the WBCSD, we will continue to support the tenets of Climate Smart Agriculture – 
including climate resilience and adaptation for farmers, improved productivity on existing lands, and 
greenhouse gas mitigation through agricultural practices. Through this work, we will advocate at 
COP21 and beyond, to ensure farmers have the tools, technologies and resources to continue 
improving their farms and livelihoods. We will also measure additional farm-specific greenhouse gas 
emissions with our priority ingredients to deliver continuous improvement, aligned to the WBCSD 
Climate Smart Agriculture Action Plan. 

 Continue to report annually through the Carbon Disclosure Project and Forests Information 
Request on our Scope 3 emissions, and will disclose top three suppliers for palm oil, sugar cane, 
and soy. 

o Palm Oil: Cargill, ADM, Bunge, Loders, Sime Darby (as of EOY 2015) 
o Sugar Cane: ASR, Beta San Miguel, Sugar Australia (as of EOY 2015) 
o Soy: Bunge, Cargill, ADM (as of EOY 2015) 

 We will continue to support the Sustainable Development Goals, with a focus on climate, 
smallholder resilience and equity, through public engagement, consumer activation and event 
attendance. 

 Kellogg has identified the parts of our supply chain with the highest prevalence of smallholders, 
while identifying the risks and opportunities they face, depending on their commodities and regions. 
We will continue to identify and develop programs, including crop diversification, adaptation of crop 
varieties or integrated pest management and provide data, maps, tools, agronomic support, and/or 
training to support continuous improvement in climate adaptation. 
 
 


